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Consequences of Covid-19: new insights
Covid-19: a new role of Seintinel Surveillance

SWISS PUBLIC HEALTH CONFERENCE, Lausanne 2023
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▪ Monitoring

▪ Prevention

▪ Disease Control at individual and population level

▪ Outbreak detection & control

▪ Pandemic preparedness

▪ Impact evaluation

▪ Information & Education

▪ Research

▪ Legal basis: Epidemics Law (818.101) and 

Ordonnances

9/11/2023 2

Public Health Surveillance
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Disease Pyramid
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Surveillance along the disease path
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Exposure Infection Symptoms Consult/test Hospitalisation Recovery/Death

Time

Mandatory

Notification ?
Sentinella Mandatory

Notification

CH SUR/SPSU

?
?

Epidemiological questions: Risk factors, behaviour, sociodemographics, transmission paths, …..

Need for different data sources
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The role of Sentinel Surveillance during
the pandemic
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▪ To monitor diseases that are too frequent for

mandatory notification

▪ To catch suspected cases that are not 

routinely tested

▪ To monitor virus circulation when testing

behaviour changes

▪ To evaluate outcomes and epidemiological

determinants for severe disease
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Sentinel System on 3 pillars

▪ Sentinella – GP → catch those with

«mild» disesase

▪ Hospital Surveillance – CH SUR →

outcomes, determinants of severity

▪ Wastewater Monitoring→

viruscirculation when testing behaviour

is fluctuating
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Sentinella
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▪ Founded in 1986

▪ About 170 reporting GPs (~2% of Swiss general practitioners)

▪ Weekly reporting on communicable and other common diseases

▪ General practitioners including paediatricians

▪ Voluntary participation

▪ Annual financial compensation of the participants

▪ Anonymous regarding patient data
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Sentinella – Data on Covid-19
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Outlook: Study on Long Covid, extension to other respiratory infections and viruses
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Sentinella GENERAL PRACTITIONERS WANTED!

Sentinella is looking for participating GPs
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• Participate in Sentinella and help to monitor communicable and other diseases

• The participation in the Sentinella declaration system is financially reimbursed

• Studies on acute respiratory infection (ARI) and influenza-like illness (ILI), Pertussis, Mumps, 

Lyme Borreliose, antibiotic prescription in primary care, aclohol abuse, multi morbidity, ….

• Be part of the scientific community

• Interested? Contact the Sentinella Administration sentinella@bag.admin.ch 

or visit sentinella.ch
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Hospital Sentinel Surveillance

▪ Founded in 2018, HUG-UNIGE-FOPH

▪ Initial Project Influenza

▪ Surveillance of Covid-19 since March 1st 2020

▪ Currently 18 participating hospitals

▪ Hospital-based surveillance of COVID-19 in 

Switzerland (unige.ch)
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https://www.unige.ch/medecine/hospital-covid/
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Hospital Sentinel Surveillance CH-SUR, Data on Covid-19
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Wastewater – Data on SARS-CoV-2

Outlook: Monitoring of other viruses

Foto: Esther Michel, Eawag
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Wastewater – Data on SARS-CoV-2

Outlook: Monitoring of other viruses
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Thank you for your interest.


